
Marchôs Meeting 2025 

It was a very busy morning with over 70 members in attendance.   

There was a very popular and 
successful workshop run by Nicky 
Footer where over 20 members 
were taught how to make Coiled 
Baskets.  Thank you, Nicky - it was 
very enjoyable with plenty of 
positive feedback.  Those taking 
part in the workshop have been 
encouraged to complete their 
baskets for a display at the April 
Meeting. 

Bernat Klein Textile Samples from the 60s 
 

We were treated to a wonderful selection of samples - thank you, Tim and Ann Parker, for bringing them 
along to our meeting. 
 

Bernat Klein, born in 1922, was of Serbian origin and attended an Arts and Design academy in 
Jerusalem before moving to Leeds University to study textile technology in 1945.  After working for 
various textile companies in England and Scotland he established his own weaving centre in 1952 at 
Galashiels producing rugs and other items which were sold in the companyôs Edinburgh shop.  

During this period Edinburgh was 
well established as a centre for 
design and art with its College of 
Art and the Edinburgh Tapestry 
Company, now better known as the 
Dovecot Studio. Klein was able to 
draw on this talent for his textile 
business which was building up 
trade with companies such as 
Marks and Spencer.  
 
Amongst the designers who 
worked for him was Jeremy 
Hooker.  This collection of woven 
samples was the property of 
Jeremy but it is unclear how many 
were of his own design.  He was a 
very close friend of Bernat Klein 
who described him as óhis right 
hand man - a brilliant designer and 
a very nice manô. 

So much concentration! 

Coiled Baskets Workshop 



Competitions - there were two at the March Meeting - The Norah Whittaker Hall Trophy for a loom 
woven article and the Anita Furzey Prize for a tapestry woven article.  
  
Our speaker, Janet Phillips, judged both competitions and was very impressed by the high standard of 
entries. 

Janet presenting the winners with their prizes 

Norah Whittaker Hall Competition entries Anita Furzey Competition entries 

Sue Melvin - winner of the Norah 

Whittaker Hall Competition 

Fi Whyte -  runner-up for the 

Norah Whittaker Hall Competition 

Ali Pearce  - winner of the Anita Furzey 

Competition 

Nicky Footer brought along the very colourful Coiled 
Basket that she had made using wool spun and dyed by 
Gail Coldham.  In memory of Gail this basket is to be 
the trophy for the Competition for Dyeing.  The 
competition is scheduled for the May meeting. 
 
This was a great inspiration to all those taking part in 
the Coiled Basket workshop earlier in the day. 

The Gail Coldham Prize for Dyeing 



óDesigning Woven Fabricô Talk 
 

In the afternoon we were treated to an 
informative talk by Janet Phillips. 
 

Janet has been designing and weaving for 
over 50 years after studying industrial 
Textile Design at the Scottish College of 
Textiles.   
 

Colour and texture are still the passions that 
keep her weaving. She dyes most of the 
yarns she use and is continually 
experimenting and sampling to find new 
weaves and textures. 
 

Janet explained that there were just four 
different types of weave:- 
 

Plain, 2/2 Twill, 1/3 Twill and 3/1 Twill 
 

She stressed the importance of sampling 
before starting any piece of work and said 
óDesign is sampling, sampling is designingô. 

A selection of Janetôs woven pieces 

On Sunday, Karen Erlebach led a very successful Tapestry Weaving workshop.  Karen, a past member 

and chair of the Guild, is an outstanding weaver, both of loom and tapestry articles.  Those attending the 

workshop thanked Karen for her infinite patience.  They all enjoyed improving their textile skills and 

knowledge, and were particularly inspired by her samples and portfolio album.  

A selection of the tapestry weaving produced by those 

attending the workshop  

 

It is hoped that many will 
return to the April Meeting 
with their tapestries complete.  
There should be plenty 
displayed on the 

 óShow and Tellô table! 

Tapestry Weaving Workshop 


