
Mayôs Meeting 

In the morning there was a workshop led by 
Frances Fletcher for those who wanted to 
know how to weave with a peg loom.   
It was very popular with many members 
trying their hand at a new skill.   
Thank you very much Frances for bringing 
along examples of your work, which were 
an inspiration to those who were taking part.   
 
Examples of Francesô work below. 

Those who took part in Riitta Sinkonnen-Daviesô workshop óWeaving New from Oldô last month 
were encouraged to show the pieces that some of them had made.  There were some excellent 
pieces with a striking range of colours.  Some had already been made into bags and mats.  It is 
amazing what can be achieved just using strips of old fabric!   
Well done to all those who took part in this workshop. 



In the afternoon we were enthralled by the fascinating talk given by Jacqui Carey, entitled  
Kumihimo - The Gentle Art of Japanese Braidmaking. 
Jacqui explained that braiding is the interlacing of three or more elements.  It is a very old craft 
that predates weaving.  Japanese braiding is different from braiding in other countries.  In Japan 
perfection is aimed for in every aspect of life and this is particularly true for Kumihimo. 

The Marudai, meaning 
round stand, is the most 
versatile piece of equipment 
to use to create the 
braiding.  The elements are 
worked downwards. 
Jacqui also explained about 
some of the other 
equipment used:-  
Kakudai - in this case the 
twisted elements are 
worked upwards, 
suspended by an overhead 
pulley system. 
Takedai (tall stand) - this 
looks very much like a 
weaving loom. 

Braiding was used in Samurai armour up until the end of the 
samurai era in the 1860s.  Kumihimo was also used to decorate 
kimonos but as fashion changed and kimonos were not worn as 
everyday wear there had to be a rethink to generate a market for 
braids, examples of which were:- 
Jewellery  Fascinators  Animal Regalia Jackets 
Tops  Furnishings   Tie Backs 

We were all inspired by Jacquiôs talk and 
hope that in the future we may invite her 
back to run a workshop on Kumihimo.   
Jacqui is the author of many books on 
Kumihimo braiding, all of which give full 
instructions to create wonderful braids. 
Thank you so much, Jacqui. 


